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THE. ALPINE CLUB OBITUARY : Election. 
Barrow, W alter • • • • • • 1894 
Harrison, F. • • • • • • 1896 
MacRobert, H. • • • • • • 1914 
Bill, A. L. • • • • • • 1920 
Wibratte, L. • • • • • •• 1933 
de Lusy, M. • • • • • • 1935 

PERSONAL. We congratulate Dr. G. R. de Beer, Director of the 
British ·Museum (Natural History), on the award of a Knighthood in 
the Birthday Honours. 

Members of the Club who visited Arolla in August were delighted to 
find the senior member of the Club, Mr. C. H. Pasteur, at the Mont 
Collon, active and walking up to the huts. He had found, in an old 
register, his own name entered on the occasion of his first visit to the 
Hotel. This was in 1878. 

HoNORARY MEMBER. The Club welcomes Mr. George D. Abraham 
as a new honorary member. The services of Mr. Abraham (and his 
late brother) to British climbing have been well known for two genera
tions ; he was an original member of the Climbers' Club when that 
Club was formed in 1898. 

CoRRECTION. The late I. de Bri.iyn's article in the last number of 
the Alp-ine Journal (vol. lix. p. 299) has a photograph in which some 
corrections and additions as to names should be made. Those inter
ested will find a copy of this photograph reproduced in Riv£sta Mens£le, 
lxxiii ( 1 9 54), p. I 6 I , with all the names of the group. The article in 
the R.M. is devoted to honouring the Gugliermina brothers. 

RoYAL MouNTAINEERS (ref. A.J. lix. p. 285). Mr. Elliott Viney 
informs us that at St. Wolfgang, in Austria, the inha~itants will tell 
you that the Duke of Windsor holds the record for the quickest ascent 
of the Schafberg (5,890 ft.), made when he was staying there soon after 
the Abdication. Monk Gibbon, Austria (Batsford, I953), p. 152, gives 
the Duke's time as z! hours. . 

HANS KASPER. This well-known Pontresina guide is reported to 
have died on July 30, aged 70. He was the founder and first president 
of the Association of Swiss Guides. In addition to the Alps, he had 
climbed in the Caucasus and in the Rockies. 

(The T£mes, Aug. 2, 1954.) 
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AMBROS SuPERSAXO. Ambros Supersaxo died at Saas Fee in his 
eighty-fifth year on March 5, 1954. From 1894 to 1937 he was active 
in the Valais, Bernese Oberland, and Mont Blanc district. In 1906, 
with S. L. King (killed in an avalanche on Mount Cook in 1914) and 
Theodor Baumann as second guide, he made the ascent and descent of 
the Dom by the East face : the descent of this face is not known to 
have been repeated. Die Alpen . 

• 

ALEXANDER PoLLINGER. As mentioned in our last number, Alexander 
Pollinger of St. Niklaus died very suddenly at his home on November 
21, 1953, in his 67th year. Mr. A. W. Osborne writes: ' Although 
his principal employment for some time past had been in the garage at 
St. Niklaus, he still accepted occasional engagements with former 
clients and in this way made ascents of the Matterhorn, Dom, and Ober 
Gabelhorn in his last summer. 

' Alexander was the last of the five sons of Alois Pollinger who were 
guides. He developed a special sympathy at an early stage of his 
career with English climbers and his Fiihrerbuch which I have before 
me includes many appreciative entries, including ones py an Ex-Presi
dent of this Club and several other distinguished members. I should 
like to add here my own testimony. He will be remembered not only 
as a first-rate climber both on rocks and ice, very safe and careful, 
but also for his upright character and his invariable courtesy and 
cheerfulness. 

' He leaves a widow and five children of whom his second son, An ton, 
has adopted the profession of guide for which his father trained him.' 

P.-L. DELEZ. Die Alpen reports the death of the doyen of Swiss 
guides, Pierre-Louis Delez of Salvan at the .age of 91. Born on June 
29, 1863, he is best known for his ascents with R. de Breugel-Douglas 
in the Dents du Midi group. These included the first ascents of the 
Cime de 1,-Est from the glacier de Chalin in 1891 and by the St. Maurice 
face in 1892. The following year Delez had a five weeks' engagement 
with Captain J. P. Farrar. Among other expeditions they made the 
first complete traverse in one day of all nine summits of the Dents du 
Midi. 

For many years Delez kept the hotel des Dents du Midi at Salanfe. 

MouNTAINEERING IN THE U.S.S.R. When Sir John Hunt lectured 
on Everest in Moscow in June he met a numher of Soviet mountaineers. 
One of these, who is a young official in the Mountaineering Section of 
the Soviet All-Union Bureau of Sports, came to England shortly 
afterwards as an interpreter to the Soviet Henley crews ; he visited the 
Club and was entertained by Hunt and the Hon. Secretary. 
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In the course of a memorable evening we heard a first-hand account, 
the first for very many years, of the climbing which is being done and 
of the manner in which mountaineering is organised in the Caucasus 
and in Soviet Central Asia. The distances to the mountains are so 
great that private expeditions are rarely, if ever, practicable. Parties 
are organised by the Central Bureau. Mountaineers are classified 
according to their competence, and are not permitted to attempt climbs 
judged to be beyond their powers. The Caucasus is naturally the main 
climbing district, and many parties go there. It is ~laimed that evidence 
has been found of an early ascent of Elbruz by local peasants, which 
precedes the first ascent hitherto attributed to Craufurd Grove's party 
in 1874. 

It was admitted that Soviet mountaineers still had much to learn 
about high altitude mountaineering, and were still some way behind 
our Himalayan achievements. We were told categorically that there 
was no truth whatsoever in the report of a Soviet Expedition to 
Everest via Tibet in 19521 ; they were not yet ready fo~ such a major 
undertaking. 

There seem to be reasonable hopes that the Caucasus will shortly 
be reopened to foreign mountaineers ; indeed permission might even 
now be obtained for British climbers to go to the Caucasus, especially 
if they were prepared to make up a joint party with Soviet climbers. 

Equally, Russian climbers were said to be eager for a chance to visit 
the Alps with a British party. 

It is hoped that arrangements can be made to invite a Soviet 
mountaineer to London to read a paper to the Club. 

B. R. GOODFELLOW. 

THE FIRST AscENT OF ELBRUZ. With reference to claim in the pre
vious note, it is said that the local peasants made the ascent when a 
number of Russian officers were visiting the area. It is true that the 
Russian Staff, under General Chodzko, made a survey of the Caucasus 
between 1847 and 1863 (A.J. 12. 322 ; and Freshfield, Exploration 
of the Caucasus, i. 13). The British party in 1868 had introductions 
to General Chodzko and others (A.J. 14. 316), yet seem never to have 
been told of any ascent of Elbruz. General Chodzko had climbed 
Ararat and Zilga Khokh (near Kazbek), but seems, generally, to have 
been content with mapping below the snowline (A.J. 12. 322 ; and 
Freshfield, op. cit., i. 13, 14). Both Dr. Abich and Dr. Radde were 
scientists and not mountaineers ; but they worked diligently on the 
geography of the Caucasus and would have been likely to know of any 
ascent of the highest peak. Yet they, too, who rendered valuable 
assistance to the 1868 party (A.J. 14. 3 16), told them nothing of any 
such ascent. 

1 This supports the views expressed by the Sherpas in Sola Khombu that no 
expedition to the North side of Everest could possibly have taken place without 
their knowledge. 
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An attempted ascent by Russians in I 829 was known to the early 
British explorers of the Caucasus (A.J. 2. I68) and they rejected it: 
H. B. George's examination of the claim of a Circassian, Killar, to have 
reached the summit, is worth reading ; it may be that the latest claim 
is but a re-echo of this old tale. Or, perhaps, confusion has arisen 
from the fact that two porters in I 868 also reached the lower summit 
with Freshfield and his companions (A.J. 4· I64). 

A Russian Alpine Club and a Caucasian Alpine Club had existed 
since I90I and I902 respectively; neither of these would seem to have 
put forward any claim to Russian mountaineers having preceded the 
British on Elbruz ; did they greet us at our Jubilee with their tongues 
in their cheeks (A.J. 24. 3I, 37)? At a later date (1925), the Russians 
showed considerable interest in an ascent of Elbruz (A.J. 37. 387), 
and, with the I829 attempt obviously in mind, spoke of it having been 
attempted a century before, without success. It would be interesting 
to learn of any real evidence in support of the recent claim. 

T. S. BLAKENEY . 
• 

ALPS, I954· The ·weather in the Alps during the summer season of 
I954 seems to have been the worst for over twenty years. Most parties 
returning to this country have reported many frustrations and many 
expeditions were renounced because of very high winds or snow con
ditions. Nevertheless some notable routes have been recorded. 

A British party, J. Brown and D. Whillans, made a new route on the 
West face of the Blaitiere \vhich they have classified ED with pitches 
of V and VI. It followed roughly the line of the Allain-Fix route 
which had been rendered-impossible by rock fall as had Lionel Terray's 
subsequent alternative route. The 1954 party took I8 hours from a 
bivouac at the foot of the face to the summit. On August 4-:-5 the same 
party made the third ascent of the West face of tlie Petit Dru. A. 
Blackshaw and M. J. Cunnington reached the Col du Pain de Sucre 
from the North-east side and this we believe to be a first ascent. There 
are also reports of British parties (including H. G. Nicol and J. B. Tyson) 
on the North face of the Aiguille d 'Argentiere and the North face of the 
Courtes ; an attempt on the East face of the Moine which \Vas turned 
back by new snow after the main difficulties had been overcome. An 
attempt on the South face of the AiguilJe Noire de Peuterey was turned 
back by strong wind on the summit of the Pointe W elzenbach. 

Another climb of particular note was the fifth ascent of the South face 
of the Taschhorn, which was climbed by Monsieur A. Strickler with 
Leandre Brantschen on July 22. The climb is reported to have taken 
IO hours. 

Alpinisme reports the second ascent of the East face of the Matterhorn 
by Signori Benedetti and Canali on May 25, I953· To avoid a bivouac 
they left the face some 300 ft. from the summit to gain the Hornli 
arete. The first ascent was made in September I932. 
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Die Alpen reports another ascent of the North face of the Matterhorn. 
The climb was made on July 25, 1954, by three Austrians, Sepp Larch, 
Hans Willempart and Leo Forstenlechner. The party took 14 hours 
20 minutes to climb the wall. · 

The second winter ascent of Mont Pelvoux was made on January 2, 

1954, by M. Maurice Rives, alone. Alpinisme. 

HIMALAYAS, 1954. The outstanding success of the year in the 
Himalayas was the first ascent of K2 by an Italian party under the 
leadership of Prof. Desio. The top camp was set at about 2 5,500 ft. 
and the climb from there to the summit and back was completed in the 
day, the two climbers leaving at 5 A.M. and returning to camp at 11 P.M. 
Oxygen was used but gave out about 6oo ft. from the top and the climb 
was completed without it. We offer our hearty congratulations to 
Prof. Desio on the success of his expedition. Formal greetings have 
already been sent by the Alpine Club. 

A Californian party was turned back on the South ridge of Makalu and 
a New Zealand party under the leadership of Sir Edmund Hillary with 
R. C. Evans and M. J. Ball carried out extensive reconnaissance in the 
area of the Barun Glacier and the North-west side of Makalu. Two 
ropes reached the summit.of Baruntse (23,570 ft.) and seventeen other 
peaks over 2o,ooo ft. were climbed including Pethangtse (22,o8o ft.). 

Dhaulagiri was attempted by a party from the Argentine but the 
attempt was turned back from the summit ridge which was reached by 
following the route taken by the Swiss in 1953. It is understood that 
explosives were used to blast a ledge for the top camp. 

A Japanese party which intended to attempt Manaslu were prevented 
from reaching the foot of the mountain owing to the hostility of the 
local inhabitants. 

An Italian expedition under the leadership of P. Ghiglione explored 
the area of Api in North-vvestern Nepal having been supplied with 
details of the British reconnaissance in 1953. One member of the 
party lost his life in a torrent and two others in an attempt on the 
summit. · It is understood that Signor Barenghi may have reached the 
central (highest) summit with a Sherpa, Gyalgen, before he died from 
exposure on the descent. 

A Cambridge University Mountaineering Club party visited 
Rakaposhi in July and August and reached a height of something over 
2o,ooo ft. on the South-west ridge before being turned back by bad 
weather. 

We would refer to the Oxford University expedition to Tehri 
Garhwal in 1952. This expedition was primarily scientific but two 
ascents made should be recorded :-

GANGOTRI Ill, 21,578 ft. September 10, 1952. J. B. Tyson, 
H. F. Lamprey, Sherpa Annullu. 

On September 8 a camp was placed at 18,500 ft. on theN orth-east ridge 
of the mountain. Next day Lamprey and Tyson made steps up the 
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North-east ridge, some of which was in ice, to a height of 2o,6oo ft. 
returning to camp. On September IO the summit was reached. 
Times: left camp 05.40 hours ; 2o,6oo ft. Io.oo hours ; bergschrund 
below summit cone I2.30-I3.30 hours; summit I4.40 hours; returned 
to camp I8.3o hours. First ascent. 

GANGOTRI I, 2I ,890 ft. October 3, 1952. J. B. Tyson, Paul 
Huggins, Sherpa Pasang Dawa, Sherpa Annullu, Govardan of Harsil. 

On October 2, camp 2 was placed at about I9,5oo ft. on the North
north-east ridge of the mountain, some distance beyond}. B. Auden's 
farthest point of I935 (Himalayan Journal, vol. viii, I936, p. Ioo). 
The summit was reached on the following day. Times : left camp 
07 .oo hours ; summit 13.30 hours ; returned to camp I6,oo hours. 
First ascent. On the descent, Paul Huggins developed pneumonia 
from which he died at base camp on October 6. 

A full account of these expeditions appears in Himalayan Journal, 
vo 1. xviii. 2 

ALASKA. Prior to I954, Mt. McKinley had been climbed from the 
east and west. This year a party including Morton Wood and Leslie 
Viereck climbed the mountain from the south, perhaps the outstanding 
climb of the North American season. Simultaneously another party 
were climbing from the north and succeeded in reaching the North 
Peak ; this party consisted of Donald McLean, Charles Wilson, Henry 
Meybohm, Captain William Hackett and Fred Beckey. Meybohm, 
Beckey and Heinrich Harrer subsequently made the first ascents of 
Mt. Deborah {I2,540 ft.) and Mt. Hunter (14,58o ft.). 

AcoNCAGUA. In February last a· party of French climbers succeeded 
in forcing a route up the South face of Aconcagua for the first time. 
The summit was attained at 8 P.M. on February 25, and the party was 
overtaken by a blizzard on the descent. The next day, as they had 
not returned, a military rescue column set out to look for them. All 
six 'climbers were eventually found, five of them suffering from 
frostbite. 

In the April issue of Die Alpen M. Marcel Kurz has some observa
tions to make upon the height of Aconcagua. For more than a century 
Aconcagua has been considered not only as the highest summit on the 
American continent but also as the only peak exceeding 7,ooo m. not 
situated in Asia. Many different measurements, with a variation of 
more than I ,6oo ft., have been given for its height. The most exact 
seem to have been those of Riso Patron (I 898) and Schrader (I 904), 
and the mean of their figures gives a ~eight of 6,955.5 m. (22,820 ft.). 

M. Kurz has examined six maps published in recent years and on 
only one of these, a sheet of the ' Carta Topografica de la Republica 

2 For earlier reference to this area, see also A.J. 59· 232. 
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Argentina,' is a height given in excess of 7,ooo m. Aconcagua must be 
considered dethroned, and there is thus no peak of 7 ,ooo m. outside 
the continent of Asia. 

MoNT PELVOUX. The first certain ascent of the highest peak of 
Mont Pelvoux, Pointe Puiseux, was made by M. Victor Puiseux on 
August g, 1848. He was accompanied for part of the way by his 
guide, Pierre-Antoine Barneoud, but reached the actual summit by 
himself. 

In recent years several writers have encouraged the growth of the 
legend that Whymper, Macdonald, and Reynaud made the first ascent 
in 1861.3 

Whymper himself believed at the time that his party was the first 
to reach the summit. He published an account of his expedition in 
1862 in the second series of Peaks, Passes, and Glaciers; though men
tioning Captain Durand's ascent of the Pie de la Pyramide and two 
attempts on the highest peak (those of M. Senon in 1859 and of Messrs. 
Mathews and Bonney in 186o), he does not refer to Puiseux's ascent. 
Yet it was still remembered in the Vallouise in 1858; when R. C. 
Nichols visited the valley that year, after crossing the Col de la Temple, 
he secured lodgings chez Moiran from whom he learned ' some particu
lars about Mont Pelvoux. Rodier was not aware that it had been 
ascended, and did not think it possible. Moiran stated, however, that 
two successful ascents had been made on this side from the Valley 
of Sapeniere, each time by a party of Frenchmen, the first from 
Grenoble and the second from Lyons.' 4 . 

The successful ascents referred to were, no doubt, those of Durand 
and Puiseux. 

Scrambles was published in 1871, and meanwhile Whymper had 
received from Puiseux details of his ascent of the highest summit. It 
would be interesting to know when Whymper received this information, 
and whether it was given verbally or by letter, for he dismisses Puiseux's 
ascent, as though it were scarcely worth mentioning, in less than three 
lines of Scrambles. By 1861 it had been forgotten, the natives knew 
nothing of it and asserted that the highest point of Mont Pelvoux had 
not been attained by anyone. Whymper's party ,. therefore claimed to 
have made the ascent of the loftiest point for the first time. The 
claim, however, cannot be sustained, on account of the ascent of M. 
Puiseux.' 5 

Unfortunately Puiseux never published any details of his expedition, 
and this omission was doubtless the reason for its being forgotten. In 
1898, however, M. Paul Guillemin published in the Annates des Alpes 
a letter addressed to him by Puiseux in I 877, with details of the 
ascent. A review of this letter in A.J. 19. 210 (the number for 

3 R. W. Clark: The Victorian Mountaineers, p. 127. Arnold Lunn : 
Mountain Jubilee, p. 195. F. S. Smythe: Edward Whymper, p. 108. 

4 Peaks, Passes, and Glaciers, znd series, ii. p. 195. 
6 Scrambles, p. 39· 
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August, I8g8) contained the first mention of Puiseux's success to be 
found in the · Alpine Journal. It must be rare indeed for the first 
published account of a new ascent to appear fifty years after the event 
took place. 

Puiseux's place in Alpine history is secure, if only for his having 
taken part in the first attempt on Monte Rosa from the Zermatt side. 
Let it not be forgotten that he was also the first man to stand upon the 
highest point of Mont Pelvoux. 

D. F. 0. DANGAR . 

NEW MAP OF MouNT KENYA. We learn with interest from the 
bulletin of the Mountain Club of Kenya of the publication of the first 
complete and detailed map of Mount Kenya. It is one of a new series 
on the scale of I : 50,000printedin black and COntoured at IOOft. intervals. 
It is understood that at a later date a coloured edition on the scale of 
I : 6z,soo will take its place. A further special sheet is being prepared 
of the upper part of Mount Kenya at I : zs,ooo. Many of the long 
accepted heights have been revised, in particular Batian, I7,o58 ft., 
Nelion, I7 ,022 ft., Lenana, I6,355 ft. 

ALPINE CHRONICLES. The following additions to published records 
should be noted : 

(i) Breche Moine-Nonne (East face) : the first descent is given in 
the V allot guide, I I I (I 949), p. 99, as being in the year I 907, by 
R. Cajrati-Crivelli and L. W. Rolleston. Dr. Rolleston informs 
me that the actual date was August I2 ; he noted at the time that 
the line of descent was awkward to find and the rocks near the 
summit distinctly difficult, and there was much use of the spare 
rope. 

(ii) Bietschhorn, South face. Farrar (A.J. 24. 88, footnote) re
marked on the descent of this face in I go 5 by Mr. C. W. N ettleton, 
with Christian Jossi the younger. Hans Lauper (A.J. 42. 49) 
discusses this face in detail, and regards it as the finest climb on 
the mountain. He speaks of it as having at that time ( I930) only 
been accomplished four times ; but he is thinking only of ascents. 
Mr. Nettleton, in answer to an enquiry, tells me that he traversed 
the mountain from the Bietschhorn hut by the North arete on 
August I, 1905 ; descended a short distance down the South-east 
arete and then took to the face' J ossi having told him beforehand that 
it had not to his knowledge been descended. The whole climb 
was made in poor weather and there was no time to observe 
details or to make notes. Lauper, pp. 52 and 54, indicates the 
routes on the face, and Mr. Nettleton's party descended on 
approximately the same line ; then crossed over the stony wastes 
of Im Rami and made their way (by night) down the Bietschtal, 
arriving at Visp about 3 A.M. on August 2. 

VOIJ. I.,IX. NO. CCLXXXIX 
T. S. BLAKENEY. 
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ITALIAN MouNTAIN GuiDE BooKS. The Club Library has received 
from Count U go di Vallepiana (on behalf of the Italian Alpine Club) 
copies of the following books:-

Alpi Pennine 
Alpi Graie 
Alpi Retiche Occidentali 
Dolomiti Occidentali 
Alpi Carniche 
Adamello 

These are all published jointly by the Italian Alpine Club and the · 
Italian Touring Club. The first four are in the series Da Rifugio a 
Rifugio ; all are well illustrated and provided with maps. Alpi Pennine 
was reviewed in A.J. 58, 281. . 

KLEID SICH ANSTANDIG ! In an alpine August when every available 
garment had to be worn against the weather, clerical propaganda 
against bare knees was particularly irritating. But even the most 
tiresome injunction can lose its edge if suitably expressed, as the 
following notice recorded in the Maderanertal last August shows :-

DRESSING 
We claim for any particular toilets, but on the other way, we 

beg to omit the wearing of summer clothes of extremity. Nobody 
will object on bare legs of even bigger boys, but gentlemen ought 
to wear for their ~advantage, stocking with the shorts. 

However we appeal especially at the good taste of our honour
able guests, in first of all to ladies about their garments too. 


	458
	459
	460
	461
	462
	463
	464
	465
	466

